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The Nordic School of Public Health (NHV) in cooperation with the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment and the Nordic Council of Ministers’ Offices in the Baltic States arranges the course “Universal Design in Community Planning” 5 ECTS. 
The course is at advanced level. It has been offered by the NHV since 2005. It is the first time that the course has been given in English and has been open for participants from the Baltic States.
The target group of the course is architects, engineers, occupational therapists, politicians, planners, all those who deal with municipal planning issues. Lecturers at university program, who teach topics which are connected to Universal Design issues are also an important target group.
The course will be held in two parts. Part I will be held on the 10-14th November 2008 at the Nordic School of Public Health in Gothenburg, Sweden. Part II is planned to take place in Latvia on the 12-16 January 2009 (the course venue will be announced later). Latvia is geographically right for participants from all the Baltic countries.
The time between the course weeks is allocated for individual and group work.
To apply for the course please fill in the form available at http://www.nhv.se/communityplanning 

The deadline for applying for the course is the 15th September 2008.

The course is financed by the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment and free for participants. Board is provided. Participants cover travel expenses themselves.
The course certificate will be provided to those participants who have completed the course and passed the examination.
The course material will be available on the open learning platform Fronter used at the NHV. All course participants will get access to it soon after the 15th of September.
For more information about the course programme contact: 

Evastina Björk at evastina.bjork@nhv.se or tel.: +46 31 69 39 28
The contact persons at the Nordic Council of Ministers offices in the Baltic States:

Estonia: Merle Kuusk at merle@norden.ee 

Latvia: Daina Mezecka at Daina@norden.lv
Lithuania: Vida Gintautaite at vida@norden.lt
Course description

The course is built around Nordic/Baltic exchange of experiences and illustrates the cross-sectoral processes required to make a society accessible to everyone. Work conducted with, for example, strategy plans, housing supply programs, detail- and comprehensive plans will be discussed.
The course presents the historic development of the Universal Design-concept from an issue concerning a limited group of citizens with disabilities into the one regarding the whole society as  well as the current legislation in the Nordic and Baltic countries. 

Sample strategy plans on approving accessibility, methods of mainstreaming are discussed during the course. Participants study accessibility to indoor- and outdoor environments, accessibility to public transport. “Good examples of Universal Design solutions” in public environments in Sweden and Norway will be studied by visits.  The core of the course is relevant experience exchange between the Nordic/Baltic countries.

Syllabus
The syllabus is approved by the NHV’s Syllabus Group and decided by the Dean on the 12th February 2007.

Objectives

The course participants shall understand the concept of Universal Design from the practical, social and psychological aspects in the perspective of inclusion and participation, which means:

· Overview of the laws and state regulations in the Nordic and Baltic countries which form the basis for planning having universal accessibility in mind;

· Overview of the historic development tendencies within the field;

· Knowledge about different community planning processes;

· Understanding and knowledge about user participation in planning and how it can be done in community planning.

The course participants will have an opportunity to reflect on cross-sectorial cooperation and methods that can be appropriate while planning with Universal Design concept in mind.
Content 

· Universal Design in a historic perspective

· Meaning of being handicapped in relation to various environments

· State regulations within the Universal Design field in the Nordic countries

· Examples of methods used for cross-sectoral cooperation within community planning

· Political and administrative participation in planning

· User participation in planning

Teaching


The course comprises of lectures, own experiences, project work in groups and presentations.

Examination 

Project work shall be described in a short written report, be presented and defended orally at the closing seminar.  Even if the project work and other tasks are done in a group, every participant’s input will be discerned and assessed.

Grades

The following grades will be given: Pass and Fail.
Prerequisite
General entrance qualifications for studies at the NHV are required. Please visit www.nhv.se (under Education) for more information.
Literature 

Compulsory and additional literature as well as other course material will be fully announced on the 15th of September 2008 at the learning platform Fronter. The total number of pages: 320.
